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AGENDA 
 
 

 Call to Order 

 Opening Prayer 

 Introduction of  Staff  & Guests 

 Review and Approval of  Minutes from the 156th Annual Meeting 

 Warden’s Remarks 

 Rector’s Address 

 Elections & Voting Certification 

 Financial Report 

 Stewardship Report 

 Presentation of 2017 Budget 

 Roundtable 

 Adjournment 

 Closing Prayer, Blessing & Dismissal 
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LEADERSHIP AND STAFF OF CHRIST CHURCH 
 
 

Wardens: David Drislane and William Seeman 
Clerk of the Vestry: Rick Fox     Treasurer: Dan Wing 

 
The Vestry 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 
Danita Locks Lambert Gibson Joseph Durham 
Robert Plass Denise Massey-Williams Rick Fox 

David Brinkerhoff Benjamin Reynolds Kevin Treuberg 
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OPENING PRAYER & SCRIPTURE 
 
 
 
Rector:  God be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Rector:  Let us pray together… 
 
Almighty and ever living God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present 
with us as we take counsel in Christ Church in Bloomfield & Glen Ridge for the 
renewal and mission of your Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honor 
and glory. Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to 
pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
 
Lector:  A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in 
all.  

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift… The gifts he gave 
were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed 
to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their 
craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knitted 
together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, 
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.  
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MINUTES OF THE 156TH
 MEETING OF THE PARISH 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The 156th Annual Meeting of the Parish was called to order by William 
Seeman & David Drislane, Wardens of Christ Church, on Sunday, January 17, 2016 
following the 10:30 A.M. Worship Service. After the opening prayer, the minutes of the 
155th annual meeting were unanimously approved. 
 
RECTOR’S REMARKS: Mtr. Diana Wilcox, our rector, highlighted the many initiatives for 
growth and renewal our parish has undertaken during the past year. They included, but were 
not limited to: 

 Increased our average Sunday attendance by 16%, 33% over the past two years!   

 Our financial outlook is improving, with a new five year plan towards full 
financial health 

 The new Infrastructure Project will provide needed space for church programs 
and nursery school classes 

 We restored our aging organ console and pipes to ensure that they will produce 
beautiful music for years to come   

 New music worship experiences were added – a Lenten Evensong and an Advent 
Festival of Lessons & Carols 

 We had two new parish wide celebrations – Mass on the Grass with Brass & 
Parish Picnic and the Fall Founder’s Fest – both of which were well attended and 
received 

 Our website has reached thousands (over 37,000 views and over 15,000 visitors) 
and our Facebook page has over 640 “likes” – more than any other church in our 
diocese 

 
See our 2015 Annual Report, page 8, for Mtr. Wilcox’s full report. 
 
WARDEN’S REMARKS: Wardens David Drislane and William Seeman reported to the 
meeting, commenting on the growth of the church and the new plans to expand and 
renovate the buildings as part of the Infrastructure Project. For the full Warden’s Report, see 
our 2015 Annual Report, page 12. 
 
NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR REMARKS: Jean Bannon, our Director of the Nursery 
School, commented on the importance of the Infrastructure Project, and the excitement in 
the school about the possibility fo rexpanded and renewed spaces. See her full report in the 
2015 Annual Report, page 14. 
 
MUSIC DIRECTOR REMARKS: Bill Davies reported on the restored organ console, the 
expanded music programs (Lenten Evensong & Lessons & Carols), and the growth in the 
number of choristers. For Mr. Davies’ full report, see our 2015 Annual Report, page 16. 
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NOMINATIONS FOR PARISH OFFICE: Those retiring from their role were thanked.  
The nominees for office were:    

Warden: David Drislane 
Vestry (3 yr. terms): Rick Fox, Kevin Treuberg, Joseph Durham (nominated from 
the floor) 
Diocesan Convention Deputy: Ben Reynolds 

 
Retiring from roles were:  

Vestry: Rhonda Watson and Emmanuel Wakhata  
 
All nominated were elected. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT AND BUDGET FOR 2016: Dan Wing, our Treasurer, and Robert 
Solon, our Director of Finance, presented and discussed our current balance sheet, budget 
for the coming year, and the finances of the Nursery School. See pages 24-47 of our 2015 
Annual Report for further details. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  A motion was offered and seconded to accept into record all 
committee reports as written in the 2015 Annual Report.  The motion was passed 
unanimously. 
 
ROUND TABLE: Mtr. Diana offered the following topic for discussion: 

There continues to be a high percentage of our congregation that arrives late for 
worship.  This can be disconcerting for visitors (not to mention those who are on 
time).  We would like to determine if there is something the parish can do to help, 
and so we are asking about the worship times: 

 What if the services were at 9am and 11am?  If you are late, would this help?  

If you are on time, would this hurt? 

 Talk with your tablemates about how this impacts you – are you one who is 

late, or one who is on time, and what do you all believe we can do to address 

this? 

Mtr. Diana commended us for thinking outside the box. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 1:59 pm.  A blessing was offered by Mtr.  

Diana. 
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2017 PARISH ELECTION NOMINEES 
 

NOMINATION FOR WARDEN 

Denise Massey-Williams: I have been attending Christ Church 
since 2002 following the closure of the Central Brick Presbyterian 
Church which our family attended since 1988.   Guyana is my birth 
country and I was baptized at the St. James-the-less Anglican church 
as an infant, however our family worshipped at the Queenstown 
Moravian Church up until I migrated to the USA. After attending 
my brother’s wedding at Christ Church, and as we were church 
shopping, we decided to attend a worship service – Mrs. London 
was our connection to Christ Church, being related to my sister-in-
law. We chose Christ Church because of the warm welcome 
received during each visit and for its diversity and the familiarity of some of the hymns sung 
during service.  I am a divorced mother of two (a son and a daughter) and am grandmother 
to three girls.  Najja, who was one of our 2014 high school graduates, Paris who is a lector, 
and Eleise who lives in South Jersey, but visits occasionally.  I am from a family of 8 
(originally) 1 brother deceased and 6 siblings most within easy visiting distance.  My mother 
attended Christ Church until her death in 2007.  My sister Iona Hutchinson is also a member 
of Christ Church. I work full time for MetLife’s Midtown office as a contracts analyst in the 
Global Employee Benefits unit -  a job that consumes the majority of my day.  My interests 
include reading, music (listening to and singing), and enjoying a busy family life. From as 
early as I can remember, I have always had an active church life, beginning in the children’s 
choirs and graduating to youth and the adult choir; Sunday school and vacation bible school 
teacher, youth group and other activities. In addition to being a lector and a chorister, I have 
served on the Christ Church vestry for two three year terms, and decided to serve once again 
as I feel called to help in the transformation that Christ Church is experiencing. 

 

NOMINATIONS FOR VESTRY 

Bill Seeman: I have been attending Christ Church 
since the late 1990s following my return from a five year 
corporate assignment in London, England.  I chose 
Christ Church as a life long Episcopalian and stayed 
because of the worship experience and friendly nature 
of the congregation. I have been a Vice President and 
Financial Advisor with Ameriprise Financial Services 
since 2012 after 12 years with Merrill Lynch.  Prior to 
Merrill, I spent 27 years as a banker specializing in 
corporate cash management. I have been a resident of Glen Ridge since 1980 following over 
six years in Bloomfield.  I have been active in the Glen Ridge community serving as 
President of the Taxpayers' Association, President of the Kiwanis Club and as a current 
member of the Board of Adjustment.  At Christ Church I have served as Finance Chair, on 
the Vestry for two terms and as Warden. Education includes a BA in History from 
Gettysburg College in 1973 and an MBA in Finance from Seton Hall University in 1980. 



 

157th Annual Parish Meeting – 1.22.17 

 
7 

Amy McAllister: Amy McAllister has been attending Christ 
Church since January 2015 with her wife, Kelly, and their 
two amazing kids, Aidan and Marian. Aidan is active in the 
youth group and serves as an acolyte. Marian regularly 
attends Sunday School and can't wait until she's old enough 
to serve as an acolyte like her big brother. Amy has called 
Bloomfield her home for almost seven years, though she is 
originally from South Jersey. While she does enjoy rooting 
for the Mets, she continues to be a die-hard Phillies fan, and 
to her, it will always be Taylor Pork Roll. Please try not to 
hold these things against her. 

In her professional life, Amy is an attorney with Scarinci 
Hollenbeck in Lyndhurst, NJ, where she practices under her 
maiden name, Amy Van Fossen, and specializes in tax controversy, tax planning, estate 
planning, and business counselling. In her spare time, she relishes doing anything not related 
to tax or law, like fixing up the old house she and her wife purchased a little over a year ago, 
seeing live shows, concerts and games, obsessively listening to show tunes, collecting 
baseball cards, and going to comic book conventions with her wife and kids. 

 

Mark Richardson:  Mark is a psychotherapist at Beth 
Israel Medical Center (Newark, NJ), with a focus on 
treating survivors of trauma. Mark is a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison (Art, 1983) and Rutgers, 
New Brunswick (Social Work, 2012). He worked for many 
years in New York City as a magazine and website 
designer, and overseas as an ESL teacher. Mark’s partner, 
Louis, is also a social worker. The couple has one cat, two 
turtles, and many nieces and nephews. 

“I began attending Christ Church in 2014. I had lived in 
New York and New Jersey since the early 1990s, but I still 
felt like I didn’t know any of my neighbors, so I was looking for some kind of community-
level group or activity. I considered various kinds of meet-ups, book clubs, etc, but nothing 
felt right. I had already developed an interest in spirituality and mythology through the works 
of Carl Jung, and one day I thought, ‘What if I just went to church?” I hadn’t been to a 
religious service in over 30 years, so I was anxious that first time. What I discovered at Christ 
Church was a group of people who were genuinely welcoming, open-minded and decent to 
one another. A few months later, I was invited to join the choir, where I have sung in the 
tenor section for the past 18 months. If confirmed to serve in the vestry, I look forward to 
contributing to the vitality of Christ Church, in order to allow values of love, respect, 
humility and concern for others to prosper in this world.” 

  



 

157th Annual Parish Meeting – 1.22.17 

 
8 

Bob Plass:  Bob is a former polymer chemist at Reyonolds 
Polymer Technology, Inc.  He studied Polymer Science at 
Penn State University.  He is now retired and enjoys working 
on a golf course.  He and his wife Simone have been a 
Christ Church for some time now, and Bob is running for 
his second term on the Vestry.   

Bob volunteers every week to set out the communion for 
the Wednesday noon Holy Eucharist.  He also initiated an 
effort to work with GreenFaith on making our church more 
environmentally friendly and cost efficient.   

 

 

 

NOMINATION FOR DIOCESAN CONVENTION DEPUTY  

Christopher Dwyer: A near-cradle Episcopalian and a PK, I 
joined Christ Church in October of 2015 after a decade's 
absence from the church. Since joining, I've jumped into lay 
ministry here with both feet, serving in the choir and as a lector 
at the 10:30 am service, as a worship assistant at the 8 am 
service, and formerly as a lay leader for the Wednesday night 
labyrinth and Compline. I am also currently working on the 
Outreach Fair project.  
 
My wife Amy and I moved to Bloomfield in September of 2014, 
and our nephew Sumner joined us here in June of 2015. Amy 
was baptized here at Christ Church on Easter Sunday, 2016. In my professional life I'm a 
Senior Financial Analyst with the US Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
working on homelessness and community development grants. I'm a proud veteran of the 
United States Navy, and I hold a Bachelor of Arts in Organizational Leadership from 
Chapman University, and a Master of Business Administration from the University of 
Southern California.   
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REPORT OF THE RECTOR 

God has truly blessed us all again this past year, and it 
seems only yesterday, rather than three years ago, that I 
started as your Rector.  Our journey together as priest and 
parish has been filled with so many opportunities for 
renewal and growth.  Inside these pages are the stories – 
our stories – of transition, of new life, of growing to serve 
and serving to grow.  I encourage everyone to read these 
pages, because they are your – a story of the Holy Spirit at 
work here at Christ Church  -through you.   

There truly is so much good news to share, and much of it 
is part of other reports, but I will try to just highlight a few. 

Some of these I have already shared in various forms of communication throughout the 
year.  In 2016 we… 
 

 Increased our average Sunday attendance by 7%, 42% over the past three years, which 
is nearly unheard of these days across most churches  

 Our financial outlook has improved, and the future appears to be moving to solid 
ground 

 The new Infrastructure Project was completed, and provided needed space for church 
programs and nursery school classes, and accessibility to our church offices and 
meeting spaces 

 We updated our aging phone and data networks to provide both the church and the 
nursery school with the tools needed to serve our parishioners, parents, and children 

 We updated our aging school camera system to provide increased safety for our 
students and staff 

 We were the gathering 
place in the wake of the 
horrific mass shooting in 
Orlando, providing an 
interfaith service of healing 
and peace 

 We began hosting PFLAG 
NJ, and continue to offer 
space to the NJ Reading 
Orchestra, the Alpha 
Kappa Alpha sorority, and 
many more 

 We have become a focal point in our community, hosting a Police-Community 
relations meeting this past fall, as well as hosting the annual Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service 
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 Our choir is growing too, and our 
Lenten Evensong and Advent 
Lessons & Carols are now no 
longer new programs, but 
something the community looks 
forward to each year. 

 We continued our new parish wide 
celebrations for a second year – 
Mass on the Grass with Brass & 
Parish Picnic and the Fall 
Founder’s Fest – both of which 
continue to be well attended and received 

 Our website has reached thousands (over 57,000 views and over 23,000 visitors) and 
our Facebook page has over 730 “likes” – more than any other church in our diocese 

 Adult Formation programs on a variety of topics as well continued, as well as 
Theology on Tap, our successful discussion program offered at the local bar and grill, 
and the popular Book Club. 

 Continued to host diocesan events, including Christophany 

 Once again we had our Good Friday Stations of the Cross in Community, where we 
go out into our neighborhoods to find the Christ crucified and risen there. 

 The Outreach Group held two blood drives, and we expect a great deal more this 
year as you all engage with the world in the name of Christ 

 
What does all this mean?  We are growing to 
serve and serving to grow.  Christ Church is 
growing by leaps and bounds, and in the years to 
come, we will experience even more.  The rest 
of my report provides important details about 
our parish life (see Parochial Report below), and 
yet, as Christians, it is vital to remember that we 
do not exist, nor does the church, for ourselves 
alone, but for God, and we are called to love 
and serve in the name of Christ.   

In the years ahead, we will continue to “grow in 
faith, serve our neighbors, and create community,” that others may know that they are loved 
unconditionally and for all time.  There is much work to do in this dark and weary world, but 
together we will step boldly forward knowing that in all that we do, because of Christ, there 
is no darkness that his light cannot overcome, that life is stronger than death.    

I am truly humbled to be called to love and serve you, and I pray we continue to hear and 
respond to the Holy Spirit in the year ahead.  

Blessings, 
Mother Diana+ 
Rector  
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PAROCHIAL REPORT 

AVERAGE SUNDAY ATTENDANCE 
Average Sunday Attendance, or ASA, is one of the ways churches are able to understand 
their overall health as a congregation.  It is not the only way we can measure vitality – being 
Christ in the world (outreach to the community, engagement in justice issues), and financials 
(plate and pledge) are others.  The chart below was shown at our annual meeting last year, 
and shows our attendance over 30 years, our growth over the past two years, and where we 
will be in five years at the current rate of increase in average Sunday attendance. 
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BAPTISMS 
Amy Marie Waldron 
Jennifer Leigh Riggs 
Alexa Rae Rosolowski 
Kailyn Brooke Rosolowski 
Grayson Aaron Riggs 
Christopher Cash O’Neil 
 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit 
you have bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and 
have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in 
your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the 
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and 
the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. (BCP, p. 308) 

 

WEDDINGS 
No weddings were celebrated this year. 
 
O gracious and everliving God, you have created us in your image: 
Look mercifully upon these wedded partners who come to you 
seeking your blessing, and assist them with your grace, that with 
true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the 
promises and vows they make; through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.  Amen. (BCP, p. 425) 

 

FUNERALS 
Hamilton Webster 
Beatrice D’Orso 
Dana Marie Mariotti 
William King, Jr. 
 
Mother of all, we pray to you for all those whom we love but see no longer. Grant to them eternal rest. Let 
light perpetual shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen. (BCP, p. 498, adapt.) 
 

PASTORAL CARE 
There have been many calls and visits, both in homes, and in hospitals, in the past year.  This 
ministry of presence is a privilege and a trust.  Spiritual direction is also a part of pastoral 
care, and involves meeting with people as they discern where God is calling them.   
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REPORT OF THE WARDENS 

 
Fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, as we look back on the past year, we can say without 
hesitation that 2016 was another year of transformation and spiritual growth here at Christ 
Church.  As your Wardens, we reflect on the past year, with a full proud heart, knowing that 
so many wonderful and exciting things happened within our parish community.   
 
The spiritual journey of growth and development we have undertaken as a congregation over 
the past few years, has profoundly affected us.  It has made us very proud to serve in our 
roles as your lay leaders.  All that we have accomplished this past year could also not have 
happened without each one of you in the congregation who were engaged and played an 
active role.  In addition, our hard working vestry has done a lot of out of the box and 
transformative thinking.  They have taken some leap of faith decisions to embrace the world 
around us to ensure the long term viability of our parish.  Without doing this, we would have 
not have been able to live out our mission to grow in faith and serve our neighbors while 
building community.  In terms of outreach we are excited to see some new lay leaders in 

Christopher Dwyer and Stephanie Reynolds who 
will be taking our outreach programs to new heights 
with their exciting plans for 2017, which we have 
already begun to hear about.  

Many of you may recall that the long term viability 
of the parish was very much in question when we 
called Mother Diana to be our spiritual shepherd 
back at the beginning of 2014.  We are proud to say 
that under her leadership and strategic vision, in 
addition to the hard work of our vestry, we have 
turned the parish around.  Before we were very 

much an inward thinking parish, today we are one that is engaged with our local 
communities.  We need to always remember that inside the four walls of the church is not 
the only place where church happens.  To live out our calling from God, we have to go out 
into the world to spread his message and more importantly, do his work.  This outreach 
work has clearly been noticed within our local communities of Bloomfield/Glen Ridge in 
addition to the diocese, who now views us as a place undergoing a tremendous 
transformation.  The fact that the diocese and local community groups are requesting to use 
our updated facilities is a testament to this transformation. 

The infrastructure project, undertaken at the beginning of 
2016 at a cost of $400,000 ($350,000 construction and $50,000 
for legal, architecture, furniture etc.), provided new and 
upgraded spaces that could be better used by both the church 
and our wonderful nursery school.  As a result of the 
investment in and updating of our facilities both the church 
and the nursery school today have a much brighter and more 
viable future.  Enrollment for example in our newly expanded 
nursery school is now starting to pay dividends.  By April of 
2017, we project enrollment to reach over 113 students.  We 
have also noticed a significant uptick in people looking for a 
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church community and child care in our community.  This is due in part to the opening of 
several large housing developments in Bloomfield over the past 12 months. 

Growth of our parish family was achieved again in 2016, for the third straight year.  If we 
reflect back at the past three years, we have grown by 42%.  This is quite impressive and a 
remarkable achievement that we should be proud of.  It should be noted that this is not the 
norm, many churches are presently seeing a decline in their congregations.  Back in 2013 
when we called Mother Diana, we had set what we thought then was a very ambitious goal 
of 25%.  This has been surpassed by a whopping 17%.  This helps validate that we are on 
the right course as a parish.   

Our mission of engaging with our local communities this past year was accomplished by 
several outreach endeavors such as; 

 Hosting a Vigil for Love Against Hate which allowed members of our local 
communities an opportunity and place to come together to express their grief after 
the horrific events in Orlando. 

 Our parish hall was used by Glen Ridge Police 
Department to host a police/ community 
discussion that was attended by police 
departments from several of our surrounding 
communities. 

 Our annual Blessing of the Animals to 
highlight and aid the work of PAWS 
Montclair and Bloomfield Animal Shelter. 

 Good Friday Stations of the Cross in our 
community. 

 Vacation Bible School hosted by Cross Roads Camp provides a wonderful 
opportunity for our youth to learn about the grace of God in a wonderful and safe 
day camp experience. 

 Theology on Tap continues to provide a safe and open forum for people of all faiths 
and denominations to come together to discuss various faith based topics.  

 Lessons and Carols organized by our Music Director, Bill Davies and sung by our 
wonderful choir provides an evening to enjoy the spirit of Christmas. 

 A blood drive and rummage sale organized by our outreach committee. 
 
It is impossible to list everything; the above accomplishments have been achieved through 
the tireless work of not only the Rector, Wardens, Vestry and Treasurer but also through 
you, our congregation, who plays a very active role. 

In closing, we look forward to 2017 with great optimism.  We believe that Christ Church will 
continue to grow and prosper as a faith community thanks to the faith, hard work and 
support of all of you! 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Bill Seeman & David Drislane 
  



 

157th Annual Parish Meeting – 1.22.17 

 
15 

REPORT OF THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
 

Happy New Year to All! The Nursery School of Christ Church has a current enrollment of 
106 children which is 4 more than last year’s annual report.  We have 18 infants, 19 toddlers, 
26 in our preschool 1, 20 in our preschool 2, 9 in our preschool 3 (not even a class before 
the infrastructure project), and 14 in our kindergarten class.  Prospective parents continue to 
tour our school getting their information from Facebook, as well as parent 
recommendations.  Everyone that tours (as well as current parents) are amazed at how 
beautiful the inside of the buildings are. We are all pleased with our new spaces, and are now 
able to continue to grow…thanks Greg, Ian and Thor from Outside Carpentry, and thank 
you Christ Church!   

Our fall session continues with our Kiddie Soccer, Dance and 
Yoga programs.  These companies come to our facility, use 
our gym and Coursen Room, and are offered to our parents at 
a great price.  The staff accompany the children, and families 
enjoy the availability of these extracurricular programs right 
here at our school.  Kiddie Soccer participants received medals 
upon completion of their program, and both Dance and Yoga 
had a recital in December.  All of these programs will start up 
again in the spring.  The Nursery School provides a music 
program, Juice Box Rock, to all of our children on Thursday 
mornings, and Ms. Lori gets both children and staff up and 
moving!  Our Spanish program is on hold until September, 

while Ms. Maria recuperates.  We all wish her a speedy recovery! 

Other major events here are our annual Halloween Show and Parade in October and our 
Children’s Thanksgiving Feast in November.  Staff 
and children prepare, cook and bake a complete 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings.  Parents and 
staff served this delicious meal to all of our children, 
infants included.  At some point, we all got to sit 
down to give thanks for being together, our many 
blessings, as well as for all of the good food!   

The month of December is the busiest of all here 
with decorating, gathering donations for those less 
fortunate, and preparation for our Holiday Show.  
Our show is held on the Friday before Christmas, with all of the children performing on 
stage, singing their little hearts out.  A special visit from Santa with a bag full of presents is 
always a welcome sight for the children. 

Because of our infrastructure project last June, our graduation ceremony was held in the 
Church instead of on our stage.  It was so successful and beautiful that we will continue to 
hold future graduations in the Church.  All are welcome to come.  This year it will be on 
Friday, June 16th at 2:00pm. 

Respectively Submitted, 
Jean Bannon 
Director 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

The music program has continued, over the past year, to continue to focus on developing 
the choral resources we enjoy in worship.  The choir has expanded its repertoire and also 
become ever more expert at singing that repertoire.  The group has worked hard at 
developing the musicianship needed to sing more complex and interesting pieces.  Those 
anthems and other music have enhanced not only the 
usual Sunday service and other of the regular church 
year, but also helped build the traditions of Advent 
Lessons and Carols and Lenten Evensong. 

Christ Church was fortunate to be able to invite Colin 
Lynch, assistant at Trinity, Copley Square, to present 
an organ recital in celebration of the church’s 

refurbished Moeller organ 
in the spring of 2016.  The 
recital was popular and successful, not only with members of the 
church, but also with musicians and other interested people from 
the northern New Jersey area. 

Several years ago, the choir enjoyed the help of only one paid 
section leader.  In subsequent years, we began a pilot program, 
using what was then money from the Trinity fund, to add tenor 
and bass section leaders.  We have been fortunate for the last few 
years to be able to fund those positions out of the regular budget 
and thus retain the services of talented people.  In 2017, we will 
complete this picture by adding an alto section, thus providing 
section support for all four voices. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
William Davies 
Director of Music 
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REPORT OF THE PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish Office is responsible for all communications and the management of the 
facilities.  It is also often the first point of contact for vendors, visitors, and others looking to 
know more about the church.   

 

Over the past year, we have continued to work to ensure that all the good things happening 
in and out of Christ Church are well known in our surrounding communities.  We have 
launched Facebook and newspaper ads, had sign displays on Bloomfield Avenue near the 
Glen Ridge train station, and brightly colored banners alongside the church on Bloomfield 
Avenue.  Press releases were also sent to local media for our events, and Mother Diana has 
been writing a periodic column for the Glen Ridge Voice.   

As always, we produce the bulletins and Sunday Papers for every worship service, all of 
which are loaded online each week, as well as the quarterly newsletter.  Speaking of online 
communications, our website has over 57,000 hits, and our Facebook page has over 730  
likes – ensuring that this parish is reaching our neighbors and beyond. 

This office is run by the Director of Communiations, a position that is now open.  We are 
currently receiving resumes, and hope to hire in March.  In the meantime, the vestry has 
authorized our Director of Family Ministries, Candice Whitaker, to be paid for an additional 
nine hours of work each week to cover as best she can the gap, lightening the load on 
Mother Diana.  We are grateful for her efforts! 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES 

This has been yet another awesome year! We have continued to welcome several new 
families, particularly those with young children. The Sunday School is currently meeting in 
the Toddler room of the Parish Hall, sharing space with the 
nursery care (the room is divided). However, the 
infrastructure project has transformed the old Sunday School 
space upstairs, so we will soon be able to use that space again 
as we are quickly outgrowing the Toddler room. It is still our 
hope to split the Sunday School into at least two groups of 
younger and older children; we are very close to doing so, but 
this will ultimately depend on having an increase in helpers 
every Sunday to make this possible!   

I have felt so much support this year and I can’t express how 
grateful I am for everyone who has stepped in to help me, 
especially when I was away on maternity leave. We now have 
more volunteers willing to dedicate their time to this ministry- 
it really would not be possible without this support. It has 
been great to see an increase in the participation of older children as acolytes and readers 
during the service, as well.   

We are still wanting to develop and grow a consistent youth choir. We have so many young 
kids who want to participate, so we are hoping to start a choir with just the young children as 
well. This is a great way to get the kids and youth of our congregation to be active 
participants in our worship. I really hope this is the year to get it going strong! 

Since we now have quite a few youth in middle school this year, we will be starting up a Jr. 
High youth group, which will meet after the church 
service the 1st and 3rd Sunday of every month, 
beginning soon! We have a great space in the other 
building upstairs that is dedicated to youth. I am 
also in the process of choosing another curriculum 
for the Sunday School, as we have completed the 
last one already. We will definitely be utilizing more 
space in the Parish Hall and in the upstairs 
classroom during this time. More details coming 
soon! 

 
The ministry for children and youth continues to grow, and I can not thank everyone 
enough for all the support. I have the best job as Director of Family Ministries, and it is 
because of all the fantastic kids, parents, parishioners, and staff with whom I get to work. 
We will keep growing, and I look forward to all the fun we will have again this next year! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Candice Whitaker 
Director of Family Ministries 
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STEWARDSHIP REPORTS 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

As of Jan. 18, 2017, we have received 58 pledges totaling $92,540, as compared with 
$106,773 from 68 pledgers in 2016.  The most recent ten years of pledge data can be found o 
page 20 of this report.  
 
Things to note: 

 Pledgers in 2017 who pledged in 2016: 49 of 58 
o Of the pledges received from those same people:  15 increased, 3 decreased, 

31 remained the same. 

 We received 9 pledges from people who did not pledge in 2015.   

 The Vestry is at 100% in pledging. 

 Total of 2016 pledges not yet renewed: $15,574.  If all remaining 2016 pledgers 
renewed at the same amount, we'd be at an annualized total of ~$108,000, putting us 
over our 2016 pledge of $106,700 by ~$1400. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Solon 
Director of Finance 
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PLEDGES FOR 2017 

THANK YOU! 

The following people have pledged their commitment to serving Christ through the mission 
and ministries of Christ Church, their parish home: 

 

 

 

Pearl Anderson 

Hillary Alleyne 

Teresa & Michael Anazodo 

Ellen Anello 

Priscilla & Henry Arnold 

Cordelia Banks 

Cornelia Banks 

Gwenda Barnes 

Lisa Blankenship & Caroline Dadas 

Roly & Linda Cortes 

Dolores Dalzell 

Amy Davis & Dan Walker 

David Drislane & Leo Toledo 

Joseph & Jane Durham 

Christopher Dwyer & Amy Waldron 

Nancy Fairty 

Shirley Farquharson 

Rick Fox & Debbie Bloomer 

Helen Frye 

Lambert Gibson 

I. Esther Hutchinson 

Dwight & Gail Jackson 

Sheila Jackson 

David & Dorothy Johnson 

Richard Lamb 

Bridgett Lindo 

Danita Locks 

Mr. & Mrs. Basil London 

Johnelle Mannie 

Maria V. Marin 

Dona Marino 

Denise Massay-Williams 

Leamon & Patrine McKenzie 

Clara & Curtis Mitchell 

Frances Myrill 

Christian Paolino & Jeffrey Kist 

Robert & Simone Plass 

Cheryl Restaino 

Amy Reynolds 

Stephanie & Ben Reynolds 

Juliet Robinson 

Bonnie Roy 

Catherine Seel 

William Seeman 

Nadine M. Sempier 

Leroy & Pansy Swan 

Kevin & Danielle Treuberg 

Emmanuel Wakhata 

Vera Wallace 

Rhonda Watson 

Robert and Joan White 

Karen Williams 

Obiama Williams 

Matthew & Stephanie Willoughby 

Permelia Wright 

The Rev. Diana Wilcox 

Dan Wing & Yvette Lucas 

Elizabeth L. Yarborough 
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PLEDGE REPORT – TEN YEAR OVERVIEW  
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS  

Infrastructure Project 

This past year, we finally were able to realize the 
plans for our renewed and restored Church and 
Nursery School spaces. It all began in February 
of 2014, when a group of lay leaders, Mother 
Diana, and the leadership of the Nursery School, 
gathered in the Coursen Room to talk about the 
space issues each were facing, and to determine 
what opportunities existed to remediate them. 
Specifically, the Nursery School was at capacity 
(with wait lists for every class), and more space for an expanded Kindergarten was needed.  
Also, the Pre-School II Class was in a rather uncomfortable space on the 1st floor of 74 Park.  
The church had space issues as well. We needed to have the Rector’s office on the first floor 
to make it more accessible to people, and we needed a parlor or a library (see final space next 
page), with sofas, and chairs, allowing for a more intimate sacred meeting space.   

We also changed the Coursen Room itself, 
realizing that, due to the old casement style single 
pane windows, with the heat registers just below, 
we were losing heat, and we could not cool the 
space either.  To add to that problem, we had 
those large walls (see them in the picture at left, 
as they were being removed) that essentially 
blocked whatever heat might have made it into 
the room.  This was a problem not only for the 
church, but also the school, as that room is used 
6 days a week by both. And then there was the 
unused space on the 2nd floor of the Parish Hall, 
that had been the church’s Sunday School 
classrooms. We managed to get the bathroom 
working up there, but the space itself was in need 
of a major overhaul, and so it went unused (see 
before & after at left). 

We also added a wheelchair lift off the front 
porch of 74 Park to ensure that our new office 
and meeting spaces (see pictures next page) were 
accessible to all of our parishioners.  This is an 

important aspect of our project, as it was nearly impossible for those using walkers, and 
impossible for those in wheelchairs, to meet with the Rector in her office where it was up on 
the second floor, not to mention just getting in the building itself.  We are a church 
committed to accessibility, and now the offices and parish library meeting room are as 
accessible as the church. 
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The project cost $350,000 for the construction, and 
another $50,000 for related expense (legal 
paperwork, furniture, architectural plans, etc.). The 
Ribbon Cutting and Blessing was on Oct. 4th, and 
we were happy to have our bishop, the Rt. Rev. 
Mark Beckwith, there to consecrate the newly 
renovated spaces. 

As a result of this project, both the church and our 
school have a brighter financial future (see 
Financial Report).  The ability to offer better 
church program and office space, to increase our 
infant room capacity, and even to add a new class – 
PS III (the age just before Kindergarten) has 
breathed new life into Christ Church. This was a 
project that was truly Spirit led, but it took this 
congregation’s willingness to go where She was 
leading, to make it all happen.   

Voice & Data  

As a result of an aging voice and data network, or 
voicemail for both the school and the church had 

been non-functioning for months.  Also, our internet access was slow, and sometimes non-
existent.  Further, Verizon was eliminating support for copper based phone and data 
systems.  Both our voice and data have been upgraded to Verizon FIOS, with Syntel 
providing the voice over IP (VOIP).  Don Gibson and Mother Diana built in redundancy 
into the system as well, using two FIOS lines patched into two separate switches.  

The result has been amazing - crystal clear voice, and network speeds that allow the church 
staff to work effectively.  In addition, network and phone access were added to the Parish 
Hall, the Coursen Room, and our new 
library space in 74 Park.  This not only 
allows for phone access, but the use of 
a high speed data line for 
presentations, and streaming services in 
those two large group meeting spaces. 

We also added a texting service to 
reach parents, staff, and parishioners to 
alert them of closures or other 
important events. 
 

Camera System 

Our camera system, used by the 
Nursery School, allows us to monitor classrooms and the parking lot, for the safety of our 
staff and children.  These cameras had begun to fail, with nearly half not working, and the 
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picture quality was starting to degrade.  All of the cameras have been updated to more 
modern technology, and the quality of the picture is now outstanding.   
 

Office Copier 

Our copier could not keep up with the volume of work we now required of it, and was 
frequently out of commission.  We upgraded to the next level machine from the same 
supplier.  Both the church and school staffs are happy with the new machine and the speed 
at which it produces materials. 
 

Repair & Maintenance 
We took great care of our buildings, and accomplished the following this year (this is only a 
partial list): 

 Replaced the fence at the back of the parking lot 

 Replaced out of date signage. 

 Repaired the roof leaks in 74 Park and in one part of 
the church 

 Repaired the AC in the parish hall, and restored the 
wall that had been damaged by it 

 Renovated the sexton closet in the parish hall building 
(through the donation of a parishioner) 

 Painted the fire escapes 

 Renewed contract for boiler maintenance and for 
organ maintenance 

 Renewed our snow plowing contract 
 
We are ever grateful to our sextons, Don and Renee Gibson, 
for their work.  Don is primarily responsible for a great deal of 
the maintenance work done around these buildings.  There is 
more work to do, but we are well on our way to keeping our 
buildings and grounds in top shape.  In particular, we will need 
to address the following in the next year or two: 

 Pointing in the church tower 

 Repaving and relining the driveway & parking lot 

 Repairing other roof leaks  

 Removing old paint and repainting the wood framing 
around the windows of 74 Park and the Church to 
ensure the wood does not rot 

 Relining the pipes in the undercroft 

 Replacing the projector screen in the parish hall 
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FINANCE REPORTS 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
Committee 
  
David Drislane 
Leamon McKenzie 
William Seeman 
Robert Solon 
Rev. Diana Wilcox 
Daniel Wing 
  
As we began 2016, Christ Church completed negotiation of a line of credit with UBS to 
enable securitized borrowing in support of the Infrastructure Project.  The renovation of the 
Parish Hall and 74 Park Avenue began shortly thereafter and both projects were completed 
by autumn.  Following inspection and approval of the sites by the State of New Jersey the 
facilities are now being utilized by the Nursery School and the Church. 

Due to the unforeseen delays attendant to the process described above, the full financial 
benefit of the Infrastructure Project will not be felt until 2017.  At this writing, however, we 
are beginning to experience the expected increase in Nursery School enrollment that inspired 
the project. 

In the meantime, the financial results for Christ Church for 2016 show significant progress 
toward the goal of being able to support all operations independent of fund and endowment 
income.  In fact, we reduced our draw against fund and endowment accounts by over 
$26,000 (14.14%) in 2016 while increasing parish generated income and income from 
building users.  We also reduced expenses by over $35,000 (9.53%).   This helped to reduce 
the draws against endowment and designated funds. 

Clearly, we are moving in the chosen direction and will continue to do so in 2017 as both 
the Church and Nursery School grow and prosper. 
  
Faithfully submitted, 
  
William Seeman 
Finance Chair 
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BALANCE SHEET - CHURCH 
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BUDGET TO ACTUALS 2016 – CHURCH  
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BUDGET 2017 – CHURCH   
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BALANCE SHEET  – NURSERY SCHOOL 
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BUDGET TO ACTUALS  – NURSERY SCHOOL 
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MINISTRY REPORTS 

The following reports are not inclusive of all ministries at Christ Church, but those that 
submitted reports to the office in time for inclusion in this Annual Report.  They are 
grouped by our mission of “growing in faith, serving our neighbors, creating community.” 

 
GROWING IN FAITH 

Adult Formation 
This year there have been a number of Adult Forums after worship.  The topics have 
engaged a wide range of theological and contemporary areas.  These were generally well 
attended and received.  Adult Forums are after the 10:30am worship service.  The titles were: 

The Gospel of Luke 
The Letters of Paul 
Episcopal 101 

Altar Guild 
Throughout 2016, the Altar Guild Committee continued to 
ensure that the Altars at Christ Church were set up and 
prepared for worship services every week, as well as for 
special events, such as weddings, funerals, and other special 
services, making sure that everything needed was in place 

and that the Altars and the 
areas around them were in 
proper order. Particular 
attention was paid in setting 
up for the major festivals at Christmas and Easter. 

The Altar Guild Committee still needs more volunteers to 
help in its work. We are therefore kindly asking you to give 
prayerful consideration to joining us and being part of this 
wonderful ministry. It does not require much of your time, 
just one weekend per month, for one hour on Saturday 
morning (9am-10am) to help set up, and after Sunday services 
to help clean up. A guide will be given to you outlining what 
needs to be done, and you will work with at least one other 

member of the guild to show you the ropes. 

Our membership currently consists of: Dodi Dalzell, Sheila Jackson, Frances Myrill, Juliet 
Robinson, Simone Plass, and Rosalie Wannat. 

Respectfully submitted,  
The Altar Guild Committee 
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Healing Team 
Healing prayers continues at the 10:30 am service at Saint Mary’s Chapel during communion 
most Sundays. We welcome everyone to come pray with us at St. Mary’s Chapel after 
communion. Len Roberts (before leaving for Messiah in Chester) and Leo Toledo continue 
to assist as their other duties, during the worship service, allow. Anyone who would like to 
be a part of this ministry should contact Yvette Lucas (973-744-0217) for more information. 

Worship Ministries 
Worship takes a community of people who read the word, 
offer the sacrament, provide healing prayer, carry symbols 
of our faith (the cross and candles), greet people as they 
enter the church, count the offering we give to God, and 
so very much more.   

We are always grateful 
to Leo Toledo for his 
scheduling  of these 
teams, and for his 
leadership of the 
acolytes, lectors, and 

other worship assistants.  This year we focused on 
engaging more of the children and youth in the service, 
and there is always room or more (and for adults too!). 

SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS 

Animal Ministry 
Once again we have partnered with PAWS 
Montclair, the local animal shelter, to provide 
needed food and supplies.  We collect each 
week, and once per month bring those items 
to PAWS.   

During our annual Blessing of the Animals 
in October, we presented checks and 
supplies to PAWS Montclair, and to the 
Bloomfield Animal Shelter (see pictures at 
left). We are always so grateful to our 
Warden, David Drislane, who organizes 

this service. The donations were from the parish, but the blessing of animals brings in 
people from all over our community, and is itself an outreach program. 
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Food Ministry 
This past year we continued our food 
ministry to those in need by working in 
cooperation with the Food Pantry of the 
Presbyterian Church on the Green in 
Bloomfield.  We collect donations each 
week, and then once per month move 
those donations over to their food pantry.  
That pantry serves an average of 50-60 
families per month, which ranges between 
75 and 165 individuals.  We also had a 
huge Thanksgiving food drive that took 
several trips to bring to their food pantry. 

Outreach Group 
Our Outreach Group, led by Stephanie Reynolds and Christopher Dwyer, is responsible for 
helping us to engage in the work God is already doing in the world – helping us all to 
remember that church is not a destination, but where we are given strength for the journey.  
That journey is one that calls us to follow the 
Holy Spirit outside of our walls, and to be 
the Christ in the world, living into our 
baptismal covenant to love and serve others.   

This group ran two successful blood drives 
this past year, and raised money to help the 
victims of floods in Louisiana, specifically for 
Magnolia United Methodist Church.  Look 
for more from this group, and volunteer to 
be a part of this important life giving 
ministry.  Other outreach efforts include the 
Giving Tree (collects donations for North Porch), our food ministry, and our collections for 
shelter animals. 

This year, Christ Church also donated money to the following organizations, in addition to 
what the ministries:  Magnolia UMC, 
Crossroads Camp & Retreat Center, the 
Alleluia Fund (diocesan outreach), The 
Literacy Foundation of NJ, Bloomfield 
Presbyterian Church on the Green Food 
Pantry, North Porch, and many others. 

In 2017, the Outreach Group is offering a 
chance for you to explore this, and and be a 
part of planning how we, as parishioners, 
may live into out baptismal covenant to  

 seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourselves 
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 to strive for justice and peace among all people, respecting the dignity of every 
human being 

 to proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ  

On February 12th, following the 10:30am service, you will have an opportunity to 
participate in table discussions centered on understanding our dreams, and the gifts of head, 
hand, and heart that each of us are able to offer in service to others.  

PFLAG-NJ 

The PFLAG NJ meets at Christ Church on the second Thursday of the month. Founded in 
1972 with the simple act of a mother publicly supporting her gay son, PFLAG is the nation’s 
largest family and ally organization. Made up of parents, families, friends, and allies united 
with people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT), PFLAG is committed to 
advancing equality and full societal affirmation of 
LGBT people through its threefold mission of 
support, education, and advocacy. PFLAG has over 
350 chapters and 200,000 members and supporters 
crossing multiple generations of American families 
in major urban centers, small cities, and rural areas 
in all 50 states. This vast grassroots network is 
cultivated, resourced, and serviced by PFLAG 
National, located in Washington, D.C., the National 
Board of Directors and 13 Regional Directors. 

Other Outreach 
We sponsored our local Boy Scout Troop in 
their annual flocking fundraiser.  The church got 
“flocked” by pink flamingos.  It was all in good 
fun, and raised money for their programs. 

We were also the host of a Police-Community 
event in our Parish Hall led by Chief Sheila 
Byron-Lagattuta.  Mother Diana gave the 
invocation, and the parish hall was filled with 
community leaders, citizens, and police, all 
working together to try to form a better 
relationship with one another. 
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CREATING COMMUNITY 

Book Club 

The Christ Church Book Club was established in February 2015. Meetings are held at the 
home of Debbie Bloomer and Rick Fox. It’s a great opportunity for fellowship, stimulating 
discussion, and indulging in delicious snacks! A new book is chosen by the group each 
month, and it is published in the Christ Church Sunday Paper. If a particular book interests 
you, feel free to join the discussion. Contact Debbie or Rick to let them know you plan to 
attend.  

The chart below shows the meeting dates, books read, authors, and number of participants 
in 2016. In addition to the 8 books read, we had a barbecue in July. Our average attendance 
has increased from 7 in 2015 to 8 in 2016. We are looking forward to another interesting and 
successful year.  

Date Book & Author  Number of 
participants 

February 8 The Relevance of Religion by John Danforth 7 

March 28 The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis  8 

April 25 The Gratitude Diaries by Janice Kaplan 6 

May 23 Rabbi Jesus by Bruce Chilton 8 

June 27 The Feasts of the Lord by Kevin Howard & Marvin Rosenthal 8 

August 29 The Nine Tailors by Dorothy Sayers  6 

September 26 Present Over Perfect by Shauna Niequist 9 

October 31 Angels In My Hair by Lorna Byrne 9 

November 28 Reaching Out: The Three Movements of the Spiritual Life  by Henri Nouwen 9 

 

Respectfully submitted 
Debbie Bloomer 
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Men’s Group 

The mission of the Men’s Group is to promote 
and provide a united ministry of Christian 
fellowship, collaboration, and service for the 
congregational and regional community of Christ 
Church. Fellowship is accomplished through 
monthly meetings. Collaboration is accomplished 
by working with other Christ Church committees 
and groups. Service is accomplished through the 
completion of programs and projects that 
contribute to success of the Christ Church 
mission.  

 
 

Women’s Group 
The Women’s Group did not meet in 2016, but will begin a new sacred listening group in 
the Fall of 2016. 

Youth Group 
We have an active participation of junior and 
senior high youth range in age from 12 to 18. The 
group meets two times a month (generally Sunday 
evenings) where through a variety of activities 
(movies, games, discussions) social, moral and 
spiritual topics are explored.  The youth group also 
goes on special trips as occasions arise. This year 
the lay leadership team consisted of Yvette Lucas 

and Rhonda Watson, with our Rector, Mother 
Diana, joining in, and Daniel Wing assisting. 

 

A busy and productive year included: 

 Members of the Youth Group participated 
in several diocesan events such as 
Christophany and Happening  

 April: The youth prepared all the Easter 
eggs for the children, hid them, and then 
helped the children in the hunt 

 June: We celebrated the high School graduation of some of one of our long-term 
youth group members, Keshawn Farquharson, who preached a wonderful sermon 
on Youth Sunday 

 June: The Youth Group had their artwork displayed in the People Who Love Us/People 
We Love exhibit of Children’s Art at St. Luke’s Metuchen 
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CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING 

 
Rector:  God be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Rector:  Let us pray together… 

 
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers 
for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the 
penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of 
one heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Thank you for being a part of our celebration of all that has 
been happening here at Christ Church in 2017.  We hope that 
you excited for the future, and ready to go wherever the Spirit 

leads us.  
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 Growing in faith  

  

 

 

 

Serving our neighbors 

 

 

 

 

 

Creating community 


